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Meeting:  Tuesday, April 3, 2001   

    “New England Energy Outlook – What Can I Do About My Energy Costs?” 

 A forum addressing the current and future energy outlook in New England, specifically 
the role of new power plants, gas line capacity, rules & regulations, and opportunities on 
how to deal with the rising costs of all fuel types.   

 Sponsored by   
The New England Association of Energy Engineers 

8:00 AM Registration & Continental Breakfast   
8:30 AM to 12:00 PM Forum   

Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA  02467   
Lower Campus Dining Hall   
For directions please visit their website at   
http://www.bc.edu/cwis/campus_maps/approach.pdf   

 Please Call 1-781-446-0125 for reservations - $35.00 per person   
Or email reservations to: arthur1771@aol.com   
This meeting is limited to the 150 attendees based on reservations   

 Chair   

Richard Costello – AEE National 2000 President   
Manager of Energy Consulting Services, Siemens Building Technologies   

Tom Reilly – Attorney General – Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Invited)   
Current Status of Efforts of the Attorney Generals Office regarding Electric and Gas 

Deregulation in Massachusetts   

James Rurak – Mayor of Haverhill Massachusetts   
Trials and Tribulations of Dealing with the Deregulated Energy Process   

John Shortsleeve – Bay State Consultants   
The Easthampton Experience   

Richard L. Levitan – Levitan  & Associates   
Status of Natural Gas Pipeline Capacity and Effects of New Power Plants   

Kathy Loftus – Energy and Environmental Affairs Manager – Shaw’s Supermarkets   
“End User Perspective and Response to the Situation of Escalating Energy Prices”   

http://web.archive.org/web/20010414095939/http:/www.bc.edu/cwis/campus_maps/approach.pdf
mailto:arthur1771@aol.com


Peter Fuller – Manager of ISO Relations – Mirant  (Formally Southern Co.)   
Status and Report of the Current and Periodic Planned Addition of Power Plants in New 

England 

Please join us on April 3, 2001 for an informative, interactive, discussion of the current 
and future of deregulation in New England and how it will affect our lives as well as the 
bottom line.  

 
President’s Message 

With last months meeting canceled due to Mother Nature’s snowstorm, we move into 
spring and warmer temperatures.  Yes the snow has melted, a faded memory. Now we 
look forward to turning on the AC, or do we?  As the energy market continues to be a 
volatile part of everyday life we need to prepare and understand what is ahead.  

Rich Costello began this task at our January meeting and will continue our education this 
month at Boston College.  Rich, along with Co-chair Andy Coffin, have compiled a panel 
of professionals from government and private sectors to walk us through what we need to 
deal with now and in the future. This will be an interactive forum, so have your questions 
ready and be prepared with notebook in hand.  

If energy supplies and costs are of any concern to you or your company, this is definitely 
a “must-attend” meeting.  

Sincerely,  
John Bycina  

 
Congratulations to ...  

Kathy Stanley who gave birth to her son Jackson (Jack) on March 6, 2001.  Jack joined 
us at 19.5 inches; 8lb, 4oz.  Well done Kathy, and our collective best wishes for the 

future!  
 

 
Industry Highlights 

Feb. 12 ~ Workers give union authorization to strike against KeySpan  
Newsday   
More than 3,000 electrical union workers unanimously gave their leaders the go-ahead 
yesterday to authorize a strike against KeySpan if the two sides could not bridge a still-
significant gap in contract negotiations.  One of the biggest sticking pints, several 
workers said, is a proposal by KeySpan to eliminate the current pay differential for 
working erratic and uncommon hours.  



Feb. 13 ~  New England Leaders to Meet on Energy  
Business Wire   
As Californians deal with rolling blackouts and soaring power costs, New England 
business leaders and lawmakers meet in the nation’s capital this week to ensure that 
measures are in place to prevent a similar situation from occurring in the six-state 
regions.  Lawmakers and business leaders will meet Feb. 14 in Washington, D.C., to 
discuss ways to develop an energy strategy for the region.  Wednesday’s meeting on 
Capitol Hill is sponsored by the New England Council, a non-profit organization formed 
to promote economic growth and quality of life in the region.  Its members include 
businesses, academic and health institutions and public and private organizations through 
out New England.  

Feb. 21 ~ KeySpan customers who call company can get better deal  
Boston Globe  
  KeySpan Energy’s new offer to let Massachusetts customers sign up for its “balanced 
bill” plan this month, instead of waiting until autumn, turns out not to be such a great deal 
- unless you know to ask for a better one.  Earlier this month, KeySpan - parent company 
of the former Boston Gas, Colonial Gas and Essex Gas - announced it would let people 
facing soaring winter heating bills sign up for  a plan that allows them to pay $100 or 
$150 a month year round instead of bigger bills in the winter.  KeySpan bills going out 
this month mention only the option of signing up for level billing starting with the March 
bill but a KeySpan spokesman said if people call the company, they can get on a 
balanced-bill plan retroactive to the beginning of their January-February bill cycle.   

Feb. 22 ~  Northern New England company sells propane operations  
Associated Press  
Northern New England Gas Corp. has sold its propane operations to a giant Oklahoma 
propane company in order to concentrate on its natural gas mainstay.  Northern New 
England, the parent company to Vermont Gas systems, sold its 51 percent interest in 
VGS Propane, along with the 49 percent held by other shareholders, to Heritage Propane 
Partners of Tulsa, Okla.  The sale price was not disclosed.  VGS Propane has 10,000 
customers in Vermont and New Hampshire.  

Feb. 22  ~ Bay state renewable energy fund scrutinized  
Boston Globe  
  More than three years after the creation of Massachusetts’ Renewable Energy Trust 
Fund, it has yet to create a single kilowatt-hour of electricity.  Instead, the fund has spent 
$2.6 million on consultants, and smaller amounts on travel expenses and staff bonuses, 
spending that state auditor Joseph DeNucci charges has been riddled with irregularities, 
poor record-keeping, and a lack of controls.  Now, anxious renewable -energy advocates 
say the fun’s choices may have been influenced by a consulting firm that has a substantial 
conflict of interest in how the money is spent.  

Feb. 27  ~ NSTAR gas customers  should receive rate decrease  
Boston Herald  
  About 300,000 natural gas consumers in eastern Massachusetts will likely see their rates 



drop next month, after a surprise reduction in the projected price of natural gas on world 
markets.  NSTAR said the average household would see its rate drop from $215 to about 
$190 in March, or about 12 percent.  

For inclusion in this monthly column, please send the latest news about your 
company to Kathleen Stanley, Board Member, Fax:  781-341-3325 or e-mail:  

Stanlka@selectenergy.com 

 
Job Openings 

PARTNERS HEALTHCARE SYSTEM  
Conservation Design Engineer  

Partners HealthCare System (PHS) was founded by Mass General Hospital and Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, and now includes several additional teaching and community 
hospitals as members.  The selected candidate will provide engineering services PHS 
affiliate institutions for the design and implementation of energy-efficient capital 
projects.  Responsibilities include project scope development, engineering design, 
oversight of project construction efforts, system commissioning and performance 
validation services.  

The position requires a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent in mechanical or electrical 
engineering, and a minimum of five years related experience.  

Familiarity with engineering design and AutoCAD is required.  Candidate should have a 
working knowledge of standard energy conservation practices and techniques.  PE 
registration or EIT certification is desirable.  Candidate will be working closely with 
other registered engineers, providing a good opportunity for an unregistered candidate to 
accumulate necessary experience towards registration.  

For fastest consideration, please e-mail your resume (no attachments please) to: 
dcarlson@partners.org; or mail your scannable resume to:   
Partners HealthCare System, Inc., Human Resources, Attn: Deb Carlson, 149 13th 
Street, 7th Floor, Charlestown, MA02129.  We are an equal opportunity employer 
committed to workforce diversity.  EOE/AA  

 

AEE Member Services 

As an AEE member, customer or e-specials subscriber, we want you to be aware of the 
following new features and announcements.  

Job Center: New job opportunities have been posted on the web site.  Visit 
http://www.aeevshow.com/classifieds to view current listings.  

mailto:Stanlka@selectenergy.com
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http://web.archive.org/web/20010414095939/http:/www.aeevshow.com/classifieds


RFP Center: You can now post Request for Proposals for FREE.  Or, you can subscribe 
(on a per lead or yearly basis) to receive RFPs.  AEE members receive a special 
discount.  For a free trail go to: http://www.aeecenter.org/procurement  

FREE Expo Ticket: print out your free pass to attend the NBEF expo in Phoenix or the 
GLOBALCON expo in Atlantic City, New Jersey, March 29-30, 2001.  Go to: 
http://www.aeevshow.com/pass.htm  

Local Chapter Pages:  
Many local AEE chapters now have a web page within the aeecenter.org site.  These 
local pages contain upcoming local meeting information as well as chapter updates.  Go 
to: http://www.aeecenter.org/Chapters  

AEE Anniversary Items 

AEE is very happy to announce the kick off of our 25th Anniversary celebration.  The 
celebration starts NOW and will continue through our 2001 Annual Meeting to be held in 
Atlanta, October 9 – 11, at the Georgia World Congress Center.  

We are now offering the following commemorative items though the national office that 
shows off our wonderful anniversary logo.  

The first is our lapel pin.  This handsome ½” three-color pin is a very attractive addition 
to any suite coat or tie.  The cost of this item is $8.00.  

Our second item, Titleist DT golf balls bearing the anniversary logo. Great for your next 
chapter golf tournament or they could be a wonderful speaker appreciation gift.  The cost 
of this item is $12.00 per sleeve or $45.00 per dozen.  

The funds raised will be used towards the continuing development of our International 
Chapters.  Please email me with your order! barbara@aeecenter.org  

Trade Mission to South Africa 

You are cordially invited to join the AEE Trade, Study & Business Development Mission 
to South Africa May 28 - June 9, 2001.  

Dr. LJ Grobler, co-director of Energy Cybernetics CC of South Africa has agreed to lead 
the delegation and is joined by Richard Koral, past editor of Energy Engineering, Richard 
Miller, past AEE administrator and myself. Our families will also join us on this exciting 
once-in-a-lifetime adventure. Dr. Grobler has invited South African energy leaders to 
meeting with the AEE delegation.  

Optional activities will be available for guests not participating in the energy meetings. 
These include:  

http://web.archive.org/web/20010414095939/http:/www.aeecenter.org/procurement
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~ Half-day tour to Gold Reef City - You'll be transported back in time to the hay days of 
the Gold Rush. This "city" is a replica of old time Johannesburg where you go 
underground via an original mine shaft to see a gold pour.  

~ Full-day tour to Pretoria and a Diamond Mine - This tour of Pretoria, one of the capitals 
of South Africa, starts with a visit to the world famous Cullinan Diamond Mine. After 
lunch you will visit historical sights such as the Union Building, Voortrekker Monument, 
City Hall, and the business district.  

Space is limited, so we urge you to register now!  For complete program and registration 
details go to:  http://www.aeecenter.org/StudyMission/img2.gif  
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